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Looking ahead to a post-pandemic world, both national and local Governments have 

pledged to Build Back Better. But we ask: better for whom? Better how? And, crucially, 

who gets to decide what’s ‘better’? 

 

We believe that ‘better’ must mean better for those whose voices – marginalised for far 

too long – may have been silenced further by lockdown. Those voices have, 

disproportionately, belonged to women, who have borne the brunt of the past twelve 

months. 

 

No-one should be left behind. Women demand better.  

 

 

Join our campaign here; Share our posts; Tell your stories @AdvanceCharity  

 

 

 

 

Donate and fundraising ideas   
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Community Support for women in contact with the 

criminal justice system  
 

 

 

Each year Advance reaches over 1000 women in 

London, offering holistic community support and 

activities in our women’s centres collaborating with 

London partners, since the launch of our Minerva 

service a decade ago. 

 

 

This month a further 1500 women on probation in the East and South of England will now 

be offered support in their own communities and local women’s centres.  Advance is 

working in partnership with 12 local and national women’s service providers and statutory 

services in Kent, Hampshire, Thames Valley, Essex, Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire, 

reaching over 2700 women a year in total, including London.   

 

Read more  

 

 

Film: Hear Her. Women's voices through poetry  

Minerva WrapAround Poerty Exhibition with Shareefa Energy  

 

 

 

 

 

From the frontline: A young Women's Keyworker  
 

 

 

Over the last five years, Advance has 

developed its specialist Minerva 

community support for young women and 

girls aged 15-24 in contact with the 

criminal justice system, responding to 

young women’s voices and rooted in their 

lived experiences (Read our report ‘A 

Space to Learn About Relationships’.)  
 

Aliyah*, our Young Women’s Keyworker, explains. 

 

“One of the biggest things that’s different about working with girls this age is what they 

need support with. A lot of them don’t have problematic substance use, and a lot don’t 

have children like the older women we support. That might make it sound simpler, but the 
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challenges are just different: a lot of the girls are currently in care, in school, or are just 

starting to be independent, with no idea how to live on their own....  

 

Read more  

 

 

*Not her real name  

 

 

Follow the launch of our campaign for Young Women and Girls on @AdvanceCharity 

 

 

 

 

 

Advance's response to the Government's Violence 

Against Women and Girls (VAWG) Strategy  
 

 

 

During the national crisis of the pandemic, the on-going 

epidemic of violence against women and girls has 

worsened further.  Advance has continued to advocate 

for systemic change and vital life-saving support to all 

survivors of violence and abuse. Women demand better, 

now more than ever.  The public demand better, 

following the murders of Sarah Everard, Bibaa Henry and 

Nicole Smallman and the thousands of testimonials of 

abuse by young women and girls on social media  
 

We welcome the government’s new VAWG strategy (read here) focusing on prevention, 

support for survivors, holding perpetrators to account and stronger systems.     

 

With 1 in 4 women and girls experiencing violence and abuse in their lifetime, we must go 

further. To achieve the Strategy’s vision for ‘radical’ reform, government must ensure that 

every survivor, woman and child,  

• receives the vital community support they need to be safe and services are fully 

funded to provide the support needed.  We call for long-term sustainable 

investment of at least a further £400m a year, with the cost of violence against 

women estimated to be £66bn a year in the UK. 

• has access to mental health and long-term support, enabling them to recover 

from the abuse and trauma and rebuild their lives.  We call for a joint-up and 

sustained response across the whole system, including health, social care, 

housing and criminal justice agencies. 
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• is able to lead safe, violence-free and equal lives, by preventing abuse from the 

start, and tackling systemic inequality and the attitudes that drive and normalise 

the abuse of women and girls. 

We urge the Government to ensure that the VAWG strategy’s commitments are delivered 

with the urgency that women and girls deserve.  

 

 

No-one should be left behind. Women demand better.  

 

 

 

 

Join our campaign here; Share our posts; Tell your stories @AdvanceCharity  

 

 

 

Working or Volunteering with Advance   

 

 

 

Advance, is an award-winning innovative 

charity working to enable women and girls 

to lead safe, violence-free and equal lives, 

so that they are able to flourish and 

actively engage with society. Our 

incredible frontline workers provide 

emotional and practical support tailored 

to women’s needs, and as an organisation 

we evoke change by working within the 

system and engaging with professionals 

within statutory agencies.  
 

 

Do you want to be part of our life-saving and life-changing work?   

 

Find a job opportunity   

 

 

 

Sign up for our Newsletter here   

 

 

 

 

Share  
 

 

 

 

Tweet  
 

 

 

 

Forward  
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General enquiries: 

020 3953 3111 

marketing@advancecharity.org.uk 

Domestic Abuse 

Get help if you are afraid of being hurt or concerned about someone you know: 

020 8741 7008 

angelou@advancecharity.org.uk 

Criminal Justice: 

Get help if you are involved in the criminal justice system: 

020 8563 2225 

admin_minerva@advancecharity.org.uk 
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Our mailing address is: 

Advance Charity, PO Box 74643 

London, W6 6JU 

 

 

Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 
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