
 
 
 

 

VAWG Strategy Response 
18th December, 2025 

The government has today published its long-awaited VAWG Strategy, Freedom from 
Violence and Abuse: a cross-government strategy to build a safer society for women and 
girls. 

The government has stated that “the full power of the state must be deployed.” We 
welcome this commitment and are encouraged to see it reflected in the strategy. However, 
its success will depend heavily on the ability, capacity, and resources of specialist 
charities. Without properly coordinated multi-agency partnerships—underpinned by cross-
government commitment, operational oversight, policy and legislative alignment, and 
adequate funding for specialist services—as well as a clear commitment to all survivors, 
including migrant and asylum-seeking women and criminalised women, we will not come 
close to halving VAWG within a decade. 
 
We know that services are already struggling under heavy caseloads, which are not 
matched by the number of funded IDVAs. We are supporting victim-survivors with 
increasingly complex needs, amid a backdrop of severe delays in mental health provision, a 
housing crisis, cost-of-living pressures, challenges in the criminal justice system, and 
uncertainty regarding regional commissioning landscapes. 
 
It is reassuring to see a commitment to radically changing the commissioning 
landscape and hope this will address the postcode lottery of support and the lack of 
long-term provision. We would urge the government to look to models like the the 
Angelou Partnership to strengthen multi-agency working between statutory bodies 
and support services, with a clear emphasis on specialist “by and for” services.  
 
With Parliament in recess, we would like to take this time to reflect on what the strategy 
means for our priorities and for the wider sector. These are our initial thoughts, and we look 
forward to engaging further as we continue this process. 



 
 
 

Prevention and Root Causes 

We welcome commitments to focus on prevention and address the root causes of 
misogyny and gender-based violence among young people; a shift in focus that is long 
overdue. The girls and young women we work with consistently tell us that responsibility 
has been placed disproportionately on them, while insufficient attention has been given to 
changing the behaviour of men and boys. It is so important that we empower boys to value 
empathy and respect, to recognise harmful behaviours and language and feel empowered 
to challenge toxic norms and foster healthy relationships. 

We urge ministers to look closely at schemes like the London VRU-funded Maia 
programme. Delivered by Advance, Maia provides early intervention for young women and 
girls with multiple needs. Although we are encouraged that behaviour change programmes 
for boys and young men are being prioritised - a priority we share - this must not divert 
funding away from specialist services that place age- and gender-specific support for girls 
and young women at the centre of prevention. The Maia service, alongside our Bloom Hub - 
a dedicated, safe community space for young women and girls to access in whatever way 
works best for them – can support both the Governments National Youth and VAWG 
strategies. Providing dedicated support, mentorship, and holistic care to help them build 
self-esteem and identity, alongside setting goals, aspirations, and positive in-person 
relationships. 

 

Health Response and Referral Pathways 

We are pleased to see the NHS initiative to ensure dedicated referral services for women 
and girls affected by violence and abuse throughout England by 2029. However, we believe 
they can go further. 

The health response is critical to tackling domestic abuse. Strengthening these pathways 
will also reduce long-term pressure on the NHS, given the significant economic and social 
costs of domestic abuse. Healthcare professionals are frequently the first point of contact 
for victims and perpetrators and are in a unique position to recognise and respond, 
ultimately reducing long-term harm.  

We call on the government to roll our national co-located models, commencing with 
embedding IDVAs in maternity units, A&E departments, and sexual health clinics to ensure 
victims are supported as early as possible – we know it saves lives.  



 
 
 

Criminal Justice Response 

We are pleased to see a focus on the criminal justice response to domestic abuse and have 
long campaigned for a holistic, full-journey, multi-agency response for victims and 
survivors. 

While the strategy mentions that the government is exploring specialist domestic abuse 
courts (SDACs), we urge ministers to follow the evidence. Through our work alongside 
Standing Together Against Domestic Abuse, delivering the Impact Project within the 
Westminster SDAC, we have seen the transformative role of Criminal Justice IDVAs based 
in courts and police stations. These IDVAs significantly improve outcomes for victim-
survivors navigating an often complex and traumatic system from the moment of reporting.  

Our report, Her Story, Her Justice, highlighted the persistently low prosecution and 
conviction rates for domestic abuse and the re-traumatisation caused by fragmented 
criminal justice processes. Since its publication, we have called for universal access to 
specialist Criminal Justice IDVAs and the national accreditation and rollout of Specialist 
Domestic Abuse Courts. 

 

Women’s Criminalisation and Domestic Abuse 

We also want to highlight and make clear our support for this strategy’s inclusion of 
criminalised women, but by no means do we see it as progressive.  

We have long known that many women in the criminal justice system are victims of 
domestic abuse. Countless women are there directly because of their experiences, and 
numerous perpetrators weaponise criminal and civil justice processes to further abuse and 
criminalise their victims. 

We would like to see specialist Domestic Abuse Diversion Advocates in custody suites to 
support the identification and appropriate referral of women arrested for domestic abuse-
related offences. It is not radical, just necessary.  

We also recommend utilising women’s centres in every region to provide holistic, trauma-
informed support, strengthening collaboration between police and specialist domestic 
abuse services through joint protocols and embedded specialists, alongside introducing 
mandatory, ongoing training for police, judges, and prosecutors on domestic abuse, 



 
 
 

coercive control, and trauma-informed practice. 
 

What next?  
We will hold this strategy to the standard it sets for itself. Halving violence against women 
and girls in a decade requires systemic transformation, not system management. We're 
prepared to prioritise survivor-centred responses and demand systemic change. The 
women we work with deserve nothing less. 

 

 
 


